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Over 800 Warwickshire 
residents hurt by bedroom tax 
More than 800 residents of Warwick district have had their benefits slashed due to the 
government’s controversial bedroom tax.  
 
A total of 615 Warwick District Council and 244 Housing Association tenants have 
had their benefits cut because they are considered ‘underoccupied’ under the 
provisions of the tax, according to Warwick District Council figures, obtained under a 
Freedom of Information request by a member of Left Unity Leamington Spa. 
 
Around 25% of those affected have received additional funds from the government’s 
Discretionary Housing Payments scheme. But there is no specific policy to help 
tenants who fall into arrears and under threat of eviction due to the tax.  
 
Tenants who cannot afford or do not want to pay the tax are expected to move. But as 
is the story throughout the country, there is unlikely to be enough alternative 
properties with fewer bedrooms. Warwick District Council could not give figures, but 
in the week that Left Unity received this information, only 18 potentially suitable 
properties were available on the council’s ‘home choice’ website.  
 
“This tax is a vile attack on this country’s poorest and most vulnerable people,” said 
Stuart Watkins, a founding member of Left Unity. “This week, all MPs had a chance 
to vote this piece of legislation down in Parliament by supporting a Labour motion. I 
expected them to do so. But I failed to take into account their disconnection from the 
lives of ordinary working people in this country, their greed, their callousness. Labour 
introduced the motion, but 47 of its MPs, enough to swing the vote, did not bother to 
turn up. Jeremy Wright and Chris White MPs shamefully voted against repealing the 
tax. This is why we need a new party of the left in this country.” 
 
Notes: 
Left Unity Leamington Spa is the local branch of Left Unity, a campaign to form a 
new political party of the left. Our national founding conference is in London on 30 
November. See www.leftunity.org, leftunityleamingtonspa.wordpress.com 
Contact details: 
Tel: 0791 2626 119. Email: leamington@leftunity.org. 
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