
New left party launches to  
challenge the big three
Scores of Leamington 
residents have signed up to 
help create a new political 
party of the left – and late 
last year travelled to London 
to participate in the new 
organisation’s founding 
conference. 

Left Unity was created in 
response to an appeal by 
film director Ken Loach 
(Kes, The Spirit of ’45). In a 
letter to The Guardian, he 
called for a party that would 
defend the welfare state and 
ordinary people against 
government attacks. The 
project rapidly attracted more 
than 10,000 supporters and 
nearly 100 local groups were 
set up to begin a discussion 
about what kind of party was needed. 
More than 2,000 people have now 
joined the party, and it has alrady 
stood candidates in elections, and 
made a splash in the national media.

“This is the first serious attempt to set 
up a broad party of the left since the 
founding of Labour over 100 years 
ago,” said Stuart Watkins, member of 
the Leamington Spa branch. “All three 

main parties are now offering pretty 
much the same policies, taking cash 
from the pockets of those who are 
already struggling and subsidising the 
banks which caused the problem in the 
first place: how can that be right? 

“Our aim in the short term is to resist 
the government’s austerity programme 
and force the costs of this crisis back 
onto the shoulders of those who are 
most to blame and who can most 

afford to pay – the rich. In the 
long term, we must aim for a 
completely new kind of society 
– one where the people doing 
the work, or those forced out of 
work by the system, take back 
control of social and economic 
affairs. The present corruption 
and unfairness would be 
unthinkable if we could do 
that.” 

Off the wall?
This may sound off the wall 
to people who are unsed to 
hearing it, but actually a recent 
poll for the Class think tank 
found that a majority of people 
in this country are to the left of 
Labour on all kinds of issues, 
from the privatisation of the 
NHS, to renationalising the 
railways. “It is essential that 
these people have political 
representation in what is 
ostensibly a democracy,” says 

Watkins. “The main parties 
will never deliver that.” 

The new party was founded in 
London at the Royal National 
Hotel on 30 November, and 
a policy conference earlier 
this year began to discuss 
what the party will stand for. 
For details, see the website 
(Leftunity.org), and click 
‘Policy’. Unlike in all the other 
major parties, the writing of 
policy is entirely in the hands 
of the membership, and every 
member has a say in what the 
policy will be, on the basis of 
‘one member, one vote’. 

Although the new party has 
been going for less than a 
year, it stood candidates in the 

recent European and local elections. 
Its candidates won a share of the 
vote similar to that of other, longer-
established minor parties, and in one 
seat even did rather better than that, 
winning more than 8% of the vote and 
beating the Tory candidate. 

Success in Leamington 
The Leamington branch is not yet in 
a position to stand candidates, but it 
has enjoyed a similarly remarkable 
degree of success by the standards of 
new small parties. It held a showing 
of Ken Loach’s Spirit of ‘45 last year, 
has had its voice heard in the local 
press, and has supported various local 
campaigns, including the one to ‘Keep 
Our NHS Public’ (see page 3) and to 
abolish the bedroom tax (see page 4). 

“A small gathering of seven people 
who met in a pub about a year ago has 
now already more than quadrupled 
in size,” says Lynn Wright, also a 
member of the Leamington branch. 
“That still makes us far too small 
if we’re going to make the kind of 
impact we need to, of course, but we’re 
doing well and moving in the right 
direction. Just as importantly, we’ve 
been enjoying ourselves – meeting 
regularly to organise our activities, 
welcoming newcomers, discussing 
what kind of  party we want to help 
create, and debating the serious and 
desperate issues of our times.”
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“A majority in this country are 
to the left of Labour”


